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Council of Bishops

Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton
Cranberry Township, Pa.

Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton has been the spiritual leader of the
nearly 900 United Methodist congregations in the Pittsburgh Area
since he was elected in 2004.

President of the General Commission on Communication, Bishop
Bickerton is the denominational spokesperson for the Nothing But
Nets campaign. He has led United Methodist efforts, in partnership
with sports and humanitarian organizations, to raise more than $21
million dollars to eradicate malaria in Africa and beyond.

A West Virginia native, Bishop Bickerton began his pastoral career
as a student serving a six-point charge. He served as the Wheeling
District superintendent before being elected bishop. He believes the
local church is key to carrying out the mission to “make disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”

Bishop Bickerton earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in sociology and
psychology from West Virginia Wesleyan College (1980), a Master
of Divinity degree from Duke University Divinity School (1983) and a
Doctor of Ministry degree from United Theological School (1994).
He has served as an adjunct faculty member at United. An avid
sports fan, the bishop enjoys travel, golf and photography.

Bishop Sally J. Dyck

Eden Prairie, Minn.

Bishop Sally J. Dyck, ordained as a United Methodist clergywoman
in 1981, was consecrated a bishop in 2004 and assigned to lead the
Minnesota Area. She was reassigned to serve there for another
guadrennium in 2008.

Her leadership priorities are based on the Great Commandment and
the Great Commission: to guide people to love God with their whole



selves, to daily practice spiritual disciplines and to share God's love
with those who do not know God. She has devised a "spiritual
pyramid,” based on the FDA food pyramid, which illustrates the
spiritual practices that build healthy people of faith.

Before coming to Minnesota, Bishop Dyck served as a pastor and a
district superintendent in the East Ohio Conference. She received
theological training from Boston University School of Theology
(Master of Divinity, 1978), University of Geneva/World Council of
Churches (graduate certificate, 1978), and United Theological
Seminary, Dayton, Ohio (Doctor of Ministry, Black Church Studies,
1989). She has been married to the Rev. Kenneth Ehrman, a United
Methodist elder, since 1976. The two have traveled the globe
together by plane, bicycle, and on foot.

Bishop Eben Nhiwatiwa

Harare, Zimbabwe

Bishop Eben Nhiwatiwa was elected to the episcopacy by the Africa
Central Conference, meeting in Johannesburg in 2004. He was, at
the time of his election, a longstanding member of the faculty at
United Methodist-related Africa University, as well as a highly
regarded evangelist.

Bishop Nhiwatiwa has been involved with Africa University in
Zimbabwe since its inception. In its planning stages, he hosted site
selection and other meetings at Old Mutare Mission, where he
served as pastor-in-charge. He joined the staff in the Faculty of
Theology in February 1992 to teach pastoral theology.

He served as conference secretary for Zimbabwe Area and as
general secretary of the Africa Central Conference before his
election to the episcopacy.

Ordained as a deacon in 1974, Bishop Nhiwatiwa studied
extensively in Africa and the United States. He holds a Bachelor of
Arts degree from Goshen College and master’s and doctoral
degrees from lllinois State University. His wife, Greta, is a leading
industrial hygiene and safety professional in Zimbabwe. The
Nhiwatiwas have one daughter, Nyasha, who is studying at Bennett
College in North Carolina.



Assigned and At-Large Members

Marshall Bailey
Midlothian, Va.

Marshall Bailey, 17, is a senior at Midlothian (Va.) High School. “The
church has always been a very important part of my life,” he said. “I
became very involved in the youth ministry of the church when |
entered the sixth grade and have remained very involved ever
since.”

Serving on the Virginia Conference Council on Youth Ministries
since the seventh grade, Bailey has held many leadership positions
at the district and local church levels. “I was privileged to attend the
2008 General Conference,” he added, “and was the only delegate
under the age of 40 from the Virginia Conference. | appreciate all
that the church has done in my life, and | want to do whatever | can
to give back to the church.”

Paul E. Black
Springfield, Ill.

Paul E. Black currently serves as director of communication
ministries for the lllinois Great Rivers Conference. His previous work
included eight years as assistant to Bishop Sharon Brown
Christopher, five years as a Congressional staff assistant, four years
in city government and five years as a newspaper reporter.

Black holds a bachelor’s degree in journalism and political science
and a master’s degree in public administration, and is certified in
Christian communications by the United Methodist Association of
Communicators.

Black has been married for 19 years to Carolyn, and they have two
sons—Jesse, a third-semester senior at Southern lllinois University-
Edwardsville, and Andrew, a freshman at lllinois State University.
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Ragghi Rain Calentine
Selbyville, Del.

A resident of Selbyville, Del.; a member of the Indian Mission United
Methodist Church, Millsboro; and founding member of the “Spirit
Warrior Sisters,” Raggatha Rain Calentine embraces the parallels
between Native American heritage and Christianity. Through
storytelling, she celebrates her faith in Jesus Christ, and works to
share the important roles of Native Americans in history and culture.

A former missionary for the General Board of Global Ministries,
Calentine counseled. As co-leader of the youth dance troupe, “NDN
Stix Chic,” she helps girls explore their rich heritage, cultivate talents
and deal with challenges. She teaches parenting and life skills,
“Walking the Healing Path” and storytelling; and mentors students in
local schools.

She is married to Sean Oates, and they have four children and two
granddaughters.

Tom Clemow
Oneonta, N.Y.

The Rev. Tom Clemow is a retired clergy member of the Wyoming
Annual Conference. Rev. Clemow retired in June 2008 after serving
under appointment for 44 years. His ministerial service included time
as the conference council director and as district superintendent of
the Oneonta District.

He is married to Linda McMillion Clemow, a liturgical artist and
consultant. They have 3 children and 6 grandchildren.

Alexandria Combs-Morgan
Fort Worth, Texas

Alexandria Jean Combs-Morgan is a junior at the Fort Worth
Academy of Fine Arts where she serves as the junior class service
coordinator. Combs-Morgan is a member of the Singing Girls of
Texas Concert Choir and the International Thespian Society. She is
also completing her second year on the Central Texas Conference
Student Leadership Team and the South Central Jurisdictional
Youth Team.



Allye strives to carry herself with integrity and high morality. She
believes that God is concerned with our lives down to the smallest
detail and wants the best for us.

Mark Conard

Hutchinson, Kan.

An ordained elder, the Rev. Mark Conard has served as pastor of
First United Methodist Church, Hutchinson, Kan., since 2001. He
was Salina District superintendent from 1995 to 2001. He has been
a delegate to four General Conferences and four jurisdictional
conferences.

Rev. Conard earned his undergraduate degree from Southwestern
College, Winfield, Kan., as well as graduate degrees from St. Paul
School of Theology and Union Theological Seminary, Richmond,
Va.

He and his wife Joyce, a registered nurse, have three children
(Jonathan, Andrew and Kristen), two daughters-in-law, and one
grandchild. Conard enjoys digital photography, walking, visiting
zoos, family time and e-Bay marketing.

Gregory D. Cox

Beaver Falls, Pa.

A Western Pennsylvania native, the Rev. Gregory D. Cox has
served as an ordained pastor in the local church for 10 years. He
served a small rural charge (Bethel and White Oak) in Titusville, Pa.,
from 1998-2002; and was associate pastor of Baldwin Community
United Methodist Church in suburban Pittsburgh from 2002-06.
Today he is pastor of College Hill United Methodist Church, Beaver
Falls.

Cox graduated from North Allegheny High School, Wexford, Pa. He
received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Allegheny College,
Meaduville, in 1993; and a Master of Divinity degree from Duke
Divinity School 1998. He enjoys the outdoors, spending time with
family and playing sports, and recently completed his first triathlon.

He is married to Tracy and they have three girl—Sarah, Rebekah
and Elisabeth.



Maria A. Dixon

Dallas, Texas

Dr. Maria A. Dixon is an assistant professor of corporate
communication and public affairs at Southern Methodist University,
Dallas.

Her primary interests are manifestations of organizational power in
corporate, non-profit and religious contexts; organizational culture
and identity; and organizational communication pedagogy. Dr.
Dixon’s articles appear in top journals. She serves on the Journal of
Religion and Communication editorial board and is a consultant to
non-profit and corporate organizations.

Dr. Dixon earned a Ph.D. from the University of Missouri-Columbia;
a Master of Theology from Candler School of Theology; a Master of
Divinity from Emory University; and a Bachelor of Science in
marketing from the Culverhouse School of Business, University of
Alabama.

A member of Highland Park United Methodist Church in Dallas, she
is an inquiring candidate for ordination in the North Texas
Conference.

Andreas Elfving

Inga, Finland

Active on both the local church and conference levels, Andreas
Elfving has been a General Conference delegate for the past three
General Conferences (200, 2004 and 2008). He also heads the
personnel committee of Bethlehem United Methodist Church,
Grankulla, Finland. He chairs the annual conference Taskforce on
Vision and Strategy and is a member of the executive committee,
Global Leadership Summit (Willow Creek, Finland).

Elfving’s past service on the conference level has included these
positions: secretary, Finland-Swedish Provisional Annual
Conference; secretary, annual conference administrative board,;
chair, annual conference youth organization; and member,
executive committee, European Methodist Youth Council.

Elfving studied business and political science with a special focus on
U.S. political affairs. He works with communications and information
technology at a non-profit in Helsinki. He is married to Jessika, and
they have two children: Olivia and Alarik.



Martha ‘Marty’ Folsom

Statesville, N.C.

When people asked Marty Folsom what she wanted to be when she
grew up, she said, “A writer and artist.” As she attended community
college, worked in various jobs and raised two daughters, she held
on to that dream.

Isolated due to hearing loss, she responded in 1985 to a call by her
pastor at Broad Street United Methodist Church, Statesville, to
become more involved. Folsom became newsletter editor and layout
artist, producing the publication for 20 years. She went back to
college, graduating from the University of North Carolina with a
Bachelor of Arts in English.

In 2002, Folsom began working at her dream job as graphics
coordinator and webmaster for the Western North Carolina
Conference. She also serves as the president of the conference’s
Deaf Ministry.

Cynthia Fierro Harvey

Houston, Texas

The Rev. Cynthia Fierro Harvey, an elder in the Texas Conference,
directs the conference’s Center for Missional Excellence.

A 1980 graduate of The University of Texas at Austin (Bachelor of
Arts, journalism), she earned her Master of Divinity from Perkins
School of Theology (SMU) in 1999.

From 1996 to January 2008, Harvey served as associate minister of
the 6,900-member Memorial Drive United Methodist Church,
overseeing programs and communications. Prior to that
appointment, she was associate minister at The Foundry United
Methodist Church, Houston (1994-96).

Harvey is a member of the Executive Committee and chairs the
Personnel Committee for the General Commission on
Communication. She is also a member of the board of the
Foundation for United Methodist Communications.

Cynthia and Dean Harvey have a daughter, Elizabeth, 17.



Larry R. Hygh, Jr.

Pasadena, Calif.

Dr. Larry Hygh, Jr. directs communications for the California-Pacific
Conference, which includes 390 churches in southern California,
Hawaii, Guam and Saipan. He oversees the conference newspaper
and Web site, as well as video production and internal and external
public relations. The conference elected him as a lay delegate to the
2008 General Conference.

Dr. Hygh is also reporter/anchor for the Crown City News, an
independently produced cable newscast in Pasadena. In 2007, he
earned a Doctor of Education degree in organizational leadership
from Pepperdine University. His undergraduate and master’s
degrees are from Stephen F. Austin State University, Nacogdoches,
Texas, in radio/television and mass communications.

A member of Scott United Methodist Church, Pasadena, Dr. Hygh is
a lifelong United Methodist, a fifth-generation Methodist and a
certified lay speaker.

Rebecca Kohler
Oneida, N.Y.

A market researcher for 14 years, Rebecca Kohler has experience
with government, for-profit and not-for-profit organizations. Her roles
have ranged from volunteer to consultant to executive management
positions. Her skills include economic development; marketing;
organizational and interpersonal communication; and research and
development, specifically in demographic, statistical and polling
analysis.

Kohler served as a commissioner on the Asian American
Commission of Michigan (1989-90); a member of the New York
State Education Department Survey Advisory Board (1998-99); and
director and development chair, Kallet Civic Center (2003-06).



Devin Mauney
Tempe, Ariz.

Devin Mauney is a senior studying economics at Arizona State
University. He served as the head of the Desert Southwest Annual
Conference’s delegation to the General Conference in 2008, and on
the General Commission on Communication for the 2005-08
guadrenium.

Active in Arizona politics and policymaking, Mauney was the 2006-
07 chair of the Arizona Students’ Association, the advocacy voice of
the state’s 115,000 public university students. He is currently
managing a local political campaign for Ed Hermes, a candidate for
the Board of Supervisors of Maricopa County, Ariz.

In 2008, Mauney was named a Truman Scholar for his leadership,
community service and academic achievement, and after graduation
in May 2009, he intends to work for a year and subsequently attend
law school.

Mike McCurry

Washington, D.C.

A principal at Public Strategies Washington Inc., Mike McCurry
provides counsel on communications strategies and management to
corporate and non-profit clients.

McCurry is a veteran political strategist and spokesperson with 30
years’ experience in Washington, D.C. He served as press secretary
to President Bill Clinton (1995-98), spokesman for the Department
of State (1993-95) and director of communications for the
Democratic National Committee (1988-90). McCurry also held
leadership roles in several national campaigns.

Today McCurry serves on the Commission on Presidential Debates,
Share Our Strength, ONE Vote ’08, the Center for International
Private Enterprise, Bread for the World, the Junior Statesmen
Foundation, the Children’s Scholarship Fund, the Wesley
Theological Seminary, and the Woodrow Wilson School of Public
and International Affairs at Princeton University.



Greg Nelson
Halsey, Ore.

Greg Nelson directs the Chemeketa Cooperative Regional Library
Service, a cooperative of 18 libraries in three counties of Oregon.
The cooperative provides data services, transportation, governance
and funding to its members. Nelson serves as manager of the
support team, budget manager and network specialist.

A member of the Oregon-ldaho Conference Leadership Team for
eight years, Nelson has served as a delegate or a reserve delegate
to General Conference since 2000. He currently chairs the Oregon-
Idaho Conference Communications Committee and the Western
Jurisdiction Committee on the Episcopacy.

Bill Norton
Raleigh, N.C.

Bill Norton has been director of communications for the North
Carolina Conference for 25 years. He edits the conference
newspaper and e-newsletter, writes news releases, does still
photography, produces videos and is responsible for audiovisual
resources at annual conference.

He also is the conference staff person on the Commission on
Stewardship, the Board of Laity, and United Methodist Women. He
is certified in Christian communications. Before joining the
conference staff, he was director of information services and a
photography instructor at Meredith College and a
reporter/photographer at two daily newspapers.

He and his wife, Margaret Craig, a high school science teacher,
have two adult children and one grandson. Their son is stationed in
Afghanistan. Their daughter works at Duke University.



Joe L. Padang
Tarlac City, Philippines

The Rev. Jose L. Padang is a member of the Tarlac Philippines
Annual Conference. Born in an indigenous tribe of headhunters in
Sagada, Mountain Province, Padang was recruited to the ministry
by missionary Marion Walker.

He was superintendent of Tarlac and Bulacan districts. By 1990,
Bulacan, which grew into three districts, had become the Bulacan
Annual Conference. Padang later served at Central and Knox
United Methodist churches in Manila. He now serves Tarlac United
Methodist Church, a congregation that has multiplied into 13
“‘daughter” churches.

Padang earned a B.A., Philippine Christian University (1968); a
M.Div., Union Theological Seminary, Philippines (1975); and a
S.T.M., Drew University (1978). An author and writer, he is married
to Naomi, a dentist, with whom he has three daughters.

Arnold J. Parks

St. Louis, Mo.

Dr. Arnold G. Parks spent most of his professional career at Lincoln
University, Jefferson City, Mo. When he retired after 28 years, the
university awarded him the rank of professor emeritus of sociology.

He is the author of several books including Black Elderly in Rural
America and Lincoln University 1920-1970. Under a grant from the
Missouri Conference, he is preparing a manuscript on the history of
the former Central West Conference. A lifelong United Methodist,
Dr. Parks is a certified lay speaker and serves as pastor of St. Paul
United Methodist Church, New Bloomfield, Mo.

Dr. Parks is a graduate of Harris Teachers College, Washington
University and St. Louis University. He is married to Lennette Parks
and has three adult daughters and three grandchildren.



Eric Seiberling

Cincinnati, Ohio

Eric Seiberling leads the business transformation practice for the
Abreon Group, assisting Fortune 500 companies to facilitate change
using a people-centric approach. He focuses on how clients can
rethink business strategy and bring it to life. This work combines his
experiences as a consultant, university professor, blogger
(www.itlunatics.com), brand manager, and Air Force Intelligence
Officer.

Sharing these skills to serve God, Seiberling chairs the “Telling Our
Story” Team (communications) and is active on the conference
Clergy Spouse Organization. At Elberon United Methodist Church
(www.elberonumc), he teaches Sunday school to 20 to 30 inner-city
youth every week.

Seiberling earned degrees in engineering and political science from
the U.S. Air Force Academy and the University of Colorado. He and
the Rev. Kimberly Pope-Seiberling have one daughter, Lindsey.

Erica L. Shannon
Manilla, lowa

Erica L. Shannon grew up on a farm in western lowa and now lives
near Des Moines while finishing her last year at Simpson College,
Indianola. After graduation, she hopes to attend law school.

Shannon attends Trinity United Methodist Church, Des Moines, and
directs children’s ministries for Union Park United Methodist Church,
where she runs an urban after-school program.

Involved at many levels of the church, she is certified as a local
church lay speaker, served as a delegate to the 2006 Young
People’s Convocation in South Africa and was a delegate to the
2008 North Central Jurisdictional Conference. She has served on
boards for many youth events and social justice issues in lowa.

In her spare time, she enjoys golfing, playing piano, running and
following politics.


http://www.itlunatics.com/
http://www.elberonumc/

Paula Shrock

Greentown, Ind.

A newcomer to general church boards and agencies, Paula Shrock
holds a bachelor’s degree in communication from Indiana University,
with continuing education in prayer at Wagner leadership Institute,
Colorado Springs.

While her current passion is prayer and encouraging congregations
to pray strategically for their pastors, ministries and leaders, she
sees where the church can do a better job of welcoming and
assimilating newcomers into the body of Christ. To that end, she
spent four years leading the North Indiana Conference in training
congregations to use Igniting Ministry resources. She also has led
The Alpha Course at her home church.

Shrock is married to Bruce and has two married children and three
grandsons.

Shane Stanford

Petal, Miss.

Shane Stanford is a teacher, speaker and author committed to
connecting people in significant relationships with Christ and each
other. He serves as teacher and chief vision architect for The Table
(www.thetablelife.org), an Acts 2 Worship Community, and is
ministry leader/host for The United Methodist Hour
(www.thehour.org).

Stanford travels extensively sharing his journey as an HIV+
Hemophiliac and Christian minister. He chaired the Order of Elders
for the Mississippi Conference and the Communications
Commission. He serves on the steering committee of the United
Methodist Global AIDS Fund.

A published author of several books, Stanford said his most
important job is being a husband and father. Shane is married to Dr.
Pokey Stanford, an associate professor of education. They are the
parents of three daughters.


http://www.thehour.org/

Renita H. Thomas
Decatur, Ga.

Here is how Renita describes herself: “I love life and value much the
opportunity to be in relationship with God’s people.” She has served
the church as an associate pastor, a pastor and annual conference
staff person.

For five years, Thomas has enjoyed the opportunity to work with
church planters and churches revitalizing their congregations
through the North Georgia Conference Office of Church
Development. She has served on many district, conference and
general church teams and committees, and has been involved with
local community organizations as a leader and volunteer.

A native of Georgia, she has been a part of The United Methodist
Church her entire life. She enjoys spending time with her family and
friends and traveling.

Virgilio Vazquez-Garza
San Antonio, Texas

Born and raised in Monterrey, Nuevo Leon, Mexico, the Rev. Virgilio
Vazquez-Garza attended public schools and the Nuevo Leon State
University, where he studied civil engineering. Attending seminaries
in Mexico City, Buenos Aires and Kansas City, he graduated from
St. Paul School of Theology in 1976. While he returned to Mexico
after graduation, Vazquez-Garza came back to the United States in
1978 and joined the Southwest Texas Conference in 1979.
Ordained an elder in 1983, he has served churches along the border
for 18 years. He served St. Luke United Methodist Church, Corpus
Christi, and was appointed superintendent of the San Antonio
District in 2002.

Vazquez-Garza and his spouse Acacia Garcia grew up in the same
Methodist church, and have been married since 1969. They have
two sons and two grandchildren.



