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Find where you live on the 
map. Draw a picture of your 
family there. Find the seven 
central conferences. (They’re 
marked.) 

Read Genesis 12:2.  How can 
your family be a blessing to 
pastors and the families in the 
central conferences?

Thank God for blessing your 
family and for this opportunity to 
learn, pray, serve and grow in 
faith together. 

Give 5 cents for each family 
member.

Read Matthew 28:19-20. 
Jesus wants us to make 
disciples in all nations. 

There are 41 nations in 
the central conferences. 
Give 1 cent for each of 
those nations. 

Pray and ask God to 
help you discover more 
about the people in 
these areas and how 
you can reach them 
for Jesus. 

Many retired pastors in the 
central conferences do not 
have pensions. A pension is 
money someone receives after 
retiring from years of 
dedicated work.  

Money from pensions helps 
people buy food, clothing, and 
shelter. What do you think it 
would be like to live without 
these basic needs?

Read Matthew 25:35-36.
What does God ask us to do?

Give 25 cents today to help 
provide for the needs of others.

Read Luke 18:15-17. 

Many children live in 
central conferences. 
They, like you, are 
very special to Jesus.  

Choose one 
conference and pray 
for the children in that 
conference today. 

Give 5 cents for that 
conference.

The central conferences 
contain 67 annual conferences. 

In the United States, there are 
63 annual conferences in 
the five jurisdictional (regional) 
conferences.

Your church belongs to the 
Tennessee Annual Conference.  
Go to tnumc.org or interview 
a pastor in your church
to learn about the 
Tennessee Conference. 

What is one new thing 
you learned? 

Give 10 cents for each fact.

Read Numbers 8:24-26.

What does it mean to 
retire? Do you think it is 
possible for someone to 
retire from serving 
Jesus? Why or why not?

Interview a retired family 
member or friend.  Ask 
that person to share the 
most meaningful memory 
of his or her career.  Find 
out how retirement has 
changed his or her life.

Give 25 cents for that 
retired person.  

There are 3.5 million 
church members in all of 
the central conferences 
combined. That’s almost 
half the number of people 
who live in the state of 
Tennessee. 

How many members are 
in your church? Give 10 
cents for every 50 
members. 

Read Romans 1:8. Thank 
God for his followers 
everywhere!

Central Conferences are 
located outside of the 
United States. 

If you could visit one of 
these central conferences, 
where would you go? 
Why? 

Use the Mileage Key on 
the map and calculate the 
number of miles you would 
travel.

Give 5 cents per 1,000 
miles.

Find Liberia on the map. The 
rural areas of Liberia are filled 
with poverty, political instability 
and threats of violence. 

Give God thanks for local 
pastor Sarah Fisk and her 
dedication to serving people in 
her community. 

Read 1 Peter 4:10. How can 
you use your gifts to serve 
others? Choose one of your 
ideas and do it today! 

When you are done, give 
25 cents.

9300 clergy members 
minister to over 3.5 
million church members 
in the central 
conferences.  These 
pastors are dedicated 
servants of Jesus Christ. 

Read 1 Thessalonians 
1:2. Thank God for these 
pastors and the pastors 
who serve your church. 

Give 25 cents for each 
clergy member in your 
congregation.

Elders are leaders in the 
church. Read 1 Timothy 
5:17-18. 
There are many retired 
elders in the churches of 
the central conferences. 
How can your family show 
honor to these elders? 
How can your family show 
honor to the elders in your 
church? 

Give 3 cents for each 
elder in your church. 

Find Cote d'Ivoire on the map. 
Albertine Djedjro lives there. 
She is the widow of a United 
Methodist pastor and has 
many children to support on a 
small pension she receives. 

Djedjro and her husband 
valued education and their 
connection to the Church. 
Today Albertine continues to 
instill those values in her 
children. Three of her kids 
sing in the choir. Sing “Jesus 
Loves Me.”  

Give 1 cent for each time you 
sang the word “Jesus.”

The monthly pension 
retired pastors receive is 
very minimal. It can 
purchase as little as 8 
loaves of bread. 

Calculate how many loaves 
of bread your family eats in 
one month. Give 5 cents for 
each loaf. 

Read John 6:31-33. 
Discuss the different types 
of bread mentioned. Which 
one is most important to 
you? Why?

Find Nigeria on the map. 
Rev. Markus Wina is a 
Nigerian pastor who also 
served the Church as a 
Methodist school teacher, 
seminary professor, and 
district superintendent (D.S.). 
As a D.S. he supervised 
other pastors by giving them 
spiritual support. 

There are 7 District 
Superintendents in the Tenn. 
Conference who offer support 
to over 400 pastors. 
Who is your church’s D.S.?  

Give 25 cents for your D.S. 
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Before he received a pension 
Rev. Charles Horace, a retired 
Liberian pastor, would "just 
live on water" for two or 
three days.

Place one flower in a cup of 
water; place another flower in 
a cup without water. Wait 24 
hours.

What happened to the flower 
without water? The same 
thing happens to us. We need 
water to survive and thrive.

Give 5 cents for each cup of 
water you drank today.

How to Play:

Supplies: You ll need a group 
game token (a penny, tiny toy, 
etc.), a die, and Bible.

Directions: 
1. Create a Praise Parade as 

you travel through the game 
board and discover what it 
means to know, love, follow, 
and serve Jesus Christ.  

2. Choose a game token to 
represent your group or family 
and place it on the “Start 
Here” star. 

3. Begin with the What s the 
Connection Experience. 

4. Have a group member 
carefully roll the die. 

5. Move the game token along 
the parade route the number 
of spaces that match the 
number on the die. If the 
game token lands on a space 
with a number, find that 
number on the Parade Stops 
game sheet and follow the 
directions.   

6. Place your pennies of praise 
in your globe bank after each 
turn. 

7. Continue rolling the die and 
traveling around the parade 
route until the game token 
lands on “End Here.” You can 
play one turn each day or play 
the entire game all at once.

Pennies of

Praise PARADE

Game Sheet 1
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Pennies of

Praise PARADE
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Rice is the staple food of 
Liberia. A large bag of rice
—enough for one month of 
meals—costs about $35.  
That’s almost half the 
yearly pension for a retired 
pastor in Liberia. 

Have rice as part of a meal 
this week.  Calculate the 
cost of the rice for that 
meal and give that amount.

Find Zimbabwe on the 
map.  God blessed 
Tabitha Katsande, widow 
of a United Methodist 
Pastor in Zimbabwe, 
with a safe home.  

Read 1 Timothy 5:5.   
Thank God for your 
blessings, including a 
safe place to live. 

Give 5 cents for your 
shelter.

Start Here:

What’s the Connection?
Supplies: Legos (one for each 
person), Bible

Gather your family or Sunday school 
class and give each person a Lego. 
Work together to create a cross with 
your Legos. 

Read Romans 12:5. How was this 
experience like or unlike this verse? 
How does being connected to each 
other in Christ help us serve the world?

One reason United Methodists are able 
to accomplish great things is the 
church’s emphasis on 
“connectionalism.” John Wesley, 
founder of the UMC, developed what 
he called the “connexion,” which was 
an interlocking system of classes, 
societies, and annual conferences. 
Connectionalism strengthens mission 
and ministry that United Methodists do 
together.

Just as your Legos are connected to 
each other, all of the congregations in 
The United Methodist Church are 
connected to each other. Mission work 
around the world is the work of “the 
connection,” not just the work of a 
single congregation.

Place this cross where everyone can 
see it. When you look at it, remember 
that you’re a part of a worldwide effort 
to change the world for Jesus.

Sources:
biblos.com, ccpi-umc.org
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Find Mozambique on the
map. Serafina Ngal, widow of 
a retired pastor,
lives in a small town called 
Maputo. She is often sick and
her children and grandchildren
care for her.

Read Psalm 71:9.  
What does this verse ask
us to do? How can we help
the elderly? 
What can we learn from
them?

Give 25 cents for an elderly 
person you know. 

Find Estonia on the map. 
Rev. Laas Helde is a retired 
pastor who lives in Estonia. 
He and his wife are often 
very sick. Much of their 
money is spent on expensive 
medicines. 

Tell about a time you were 
sick. What medicine did you 
have to take? How did it help 
you get better.  Give 25 cents 
for the medicine. 

Thank God for his healing 
hands!

Rev. Henry Wheh is a retired 
pastor who lives in Liberia. 
His house is made of mud 
bricks. When it rains, the 
roof leaks and the mud 
bricks crumble.

What is your house made 
of? What happens when it 
rains? 

Give 5 cents for your house.

Rev. Amina Isaias, is a 
retired pastor who lives in 
Mozambique. Even though 
she is retired, she still 
works with United 
Methodist Women.

Find out about the United 
Methodist Womens’ Group 
in your church.
How do they serve your 
church and the world?

Give 10 cents for the
United Methodist Women 
in the world.

Pour a glass of water. Look 
at it. What do you see? Drink 
it. How did it taste?
Some retired pastors in the 
central conferences struggle 
to pay for clean water.

Give 5 cents for the glass of 
water you drank.

Read John 4:13-15. What is 
the difference between the 
water you drank and the 
water Jesus offers?
Which one is most important 
to you? Why?

Widow Legina Mabunda's 
home is an unofficial center of 
the faith community in 
Maputo, Mozambique.
During the week, she gives 
lectures, leads choir 
practice,and teaches Bible 
study to help people learn 
about God. 

Read Acts 2:42. How did the 
members of the early church 
learn about God? What do 
you do to learn about God? 
Why is it imporant for us to 
learn about God?

Give 5 cents for your answer.

Read Romans 10:15. What is 
the good news? Why is it 
important to share the good 
news with others?

Some pastors in Zimbabwe 
serve 3 to 6 churches and 
travel up to 15 miles from 
home to bring the good news 
to church and community 
members. Most of those miles 
are covered by foot or on a 
bicycle. 

What is the farthest you have 
traveled by foot? by bicycle?

Give 2 cents for each mile.

Hajara Barnabas, a Nigerian 
widow, is encouraged by the 
help she has received from 
The United Methodist Church. 
She believes that the help she 
gets is because of God, 
saying,"Remember, Christ 
takes care of us through all of 
us".

How do people care for you? 
How do you care for others? 

Pray and thank God for the 
people who care for you.

Give 5 cents for your 
caregivers.

Beatrice Kekeh recalls the 
hard times she and her 
husband endured while he 
led rural churches in Liberia. 
He eventually suffered a 
heart attack while preaching 
and died. These difficult times 
have not destroyed her faith. 
She says, “I just praise God 
to live, that’s all."

Read Psalm 69:30. What do 
you praise God for? Shout 
out those things right now.

Give 10 cents for your 
praises.

Rosemary Chidzikwe, widow 
of a Zimbabwean pastor, is in 
poor health and has a garden 
to grow her own food.

What types of food grow in 
gardens? Would you be able 
to survive on that food only?

Give 2 cents for everything 
you ate today that doesn’t 
grow in a garden.

Rev. Peeter Piirisild, a retired 
pastor from Estonia, has one 
wish--to serve God’s kingdom 
until the day he dies.

If you had one wish,
what would it be?

How would that wish benefit 
the world?

Give 10 cents for your wish.

Some pastors in the 
central conferences 
struggle to afford basic 
necessities like food and 
clothing. 

Read Luke 15:21-23. 
Why did the father offer 
the best clothing for his 
son? How would your life 
be different if you offered 
your best to someone who 
sinned against you? 

Give 10 cents for your 
favorite meal and 10 cents 
for your favorite outfit.

Martha Matongo is a widow 
who lives with her 
grandchildren in Zimbabwe. 
She spent much of her life 
supporting her husband's 
ministry while raising seven 
children. 

Interview your pastor’s 
spouse or family members. 
How do they support your 
pastor’s ministry?

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:11.
What are ways you 
encourage others?

Give 2 cents for each idea.
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