[Insert your church name, address, and phone]

Anyname United Methodist Church

123 Main Street

Anytown USA

555-555-5555

Contact: Your name

Your phone number

Your e-mail address

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

[Insert Date]

[HEADLINE]
E.g., Anyname United Methodist Church to [insert activity here, e.g. create community garden]
[Insert city and state of your church followed by a dash, e.g., Nashville, Tenn.] – [Name] United Methodist Church will join United Methodists worldwide to Change the World, a church-wide event on May 14-15 that prompts members to join with others in the community to make a difference locally and globally.  [Name] United Methodist church will participate by [insert brief descriptor of event, e.g., planting a garden to grow free food for community residents. The church plans to make the food available to anyone who needs it.]
“[Insert quote from pastor about the church’s enthusiasm to make a difference],” said pastor [Name] of [Name] United Methodist Church.

[Insert a paragraph with additional details about the event which describe who, what, when, and where.  E.g., Church members and friends will gather in the church’s gymnasium on May 14 at 9 a.m. to go to the garden site, where they will assemble the raised garden beds, fill them with soil, and plant vegetables.  Community residents are invited to join in the garden’s creation. Volunteers may wish to bring gloves, hat, garden tools, water bottles, etc. ]
The global Change the World event was created as part of The United Methodist Church’s Rethink Church campaign, which seeks to utilize outreach events that embrace the concept of outward-bound church to make a positive difference in the world beyond the church doors. The concept for Change the World originated with the Rev. Mike Slaughter, lead pastor at Ginghamsburg Church in Tipp City, Ohio, who authored a book by the same name that aligns with the vision of Rethink Church.
“[Insert second quote from pastor about how Change the World empowers the people of The United Methodist Church to serve beyond the church’s walls],” said pastor [Name].
For more information, contact [insert event contact person] at [phone number and e-mail address].

###
Note to event organizers: The Office of Public Information at United Methodist Communications can answer questions about developing a press release and can assist you with creating a media list.  Contact presscenter@umcom.org.
